SCREENINGS

A publication of the Aggregate Producers Association of B.C. = Volume 5 Issue 3

Mines’ Minister urges local governments to be proactive:
Tell taxpayers that using outside resources will result in higher costs

B.C.'s Minister of State for Mining says it is getting
more difficult for aggregate producers to obtain mining
permits because of “the rampant NIMBYISM that exists in
today’s world.”

But while Minister Bill Bennett said it is up to local
governments “to stand up to the NIMBYISM that is out
there,” he added, “Not all of it is unreasonable.”

The minister told Screenings local governments should
realize they are among the major end users of aggregate
and that each time a permit is turned down, the costs are
passed onto the taxpayer.

“They are natural adversaries, local government and
the aggregate industry, and we have expended a lot of
resources with the Fraser Valley Aggregate Pilot Project
(FVAPP) and trying to work with both the aggregate
association and the local government,” said Bennett.

“| really believe that local government has to take a
stronger approach, a more proactive approach to
communicating to taxpayers that they need aggregate.”

He said while some taxpayers may not think they need
aggregate, it is a vital resource.

The public must realize that if local aggregate is not
used on projects, the resource will have to be brought in at
a greater cost from elsewhere, said the minister.

“Our taxpayers will ulimately have to foot the bills.”

APABC director Brian Weeks said the aggregate
industry is willing to deal with “reasonable objections” to
aggregate operations, “as long as we operate under the
premise that we provide a needed product and it is in the

“Local government
will have to stand
up to the
NIMBYISM that is
out there. But not
all of it is

unreasonable.”
- Minister Bill Bennett

public good that the cost not be inflated by transport costs.”

Bennett noted that the aggregate industry is a major
contributor to B.C’s current economic boom, but aggregate
producers are still facing daily business challenges.

“You can't have a boom without aggregate. It's an
essential resource,” he said.

While the industry faces challenges ranging from meeting
permitting conditions, complaints about noise and dust
resuling from blasting operations, and other operating
restrictions, there is also the concern that aggregate is a
commodity “that’s not priced all that well,” he said.

“It's a commaodity that is relatively inexpensive compared
to other minerals but you can't have an economic boom
without using more aggregate,” said Minister Bennett.

“It leads you to surmise, if not conclude, that the price of
aggregate will have to go up.”

Chief Inspector of Mines resigns to take job in private sector

Fred Hermann, B.C.’s longtime Chief Inspector of Mines, has left the Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources to
take a job in private industry. He was scheduled to leave the ministry at the end of October.

“That’s a big gaping hole that we are going to be challenged to fill,” said Minister of State for Mining Bill Bennett. “He’s done a
great job. He’s going to Breakwater Resources. Fred will be their corporate safety officer and they couldn’t be getting a better

guy.u

Added Bennett: “The irony here is when we lose people is that we're usually losing them to the mining industry.”
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